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An Exploring Membership Class

WHAT WE BELIEVE -  GOD’S PLAN FOR BELLEVILLE FIRST UMC

Thank you for taking the time to explore membership. We would love to have you join us. See the materials below or at www.bellevillefirstumc.org for all the details.

Belleville First United Methodist Church[footnoteRef:1] (BFUMC) is first a Christian church that is extremely active in worship, in mission, and in caring ministries. Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. (Matthew 28:19-20)  [1:  The United Methodist Church is a global church that has opened their hearts, minds, and doors through active engagement with discerning God’s will as Jesus’s disciples, and as we attempt to meet the world’s needs as well. John and Charles Wesley, the spiritual fathers of Methodism, and the early Methodists placed primary emphasis on Christian living, and on putting faith and love into action. They referred to this as a "practical divinity" that has continued to be a hallmark of United Methodism even today. (See www.umc.org for more information.) ] 


And, our vision is with Christ as our center, we are His extended family, compassionately sharing Jesus’ love with all people. Our congregation is on a life long journey of discipleship to become more like Christ. (Colossians 3:1-17)


For over 150 years, we have been a spiritual and physical presence of our commitment to Jesus Christ in the heart of Belleville. This fact is a celebration and a responsibility. 
We will be more and more like Jesus for our community now. And, we will keep being and doing for Christ, with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength, until Christ comes again! (Matthew 25:31-46.)

We expect to do all of this by:

- practicing hospitality to all those we meet, inside and outside our church. 
- being more than a collection of individuals, but a congregation of Christians who care 	for each other, pray for each other, and encourage each other. 
- focusing not on ourselves but always on God, praising Him through our thoughts, our 	words, and our deeds, both in and out of the church building. 
- being a church, which extends the love of Christ beyond ourselves to others in our 	community, nation, and world. 
- showing others the love of Christ not only in word but in deed. 
- and by keeping the message of Christ fundamental, “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 	author and perfecter of our faith…” (Hebrews 12:2)

HOW WE DO WHAT WE DO

We’re blessed at Belleville First UMC to have servant-hearted leaders, who balance both God’s will and the needs of our congregation. They are found in our:

Administrative Council - oversees the mission, vision, and resources of the congregation. 

Christian Education Team - offers educational opportunities so people can become more 	and more like Christ. 

Finance Team - grows the funding and stewardship ministry of the congregation.

Missions Team - helping others and reaching out from Belleville into the world.

Nominations and Leadership Development Team - finds volunteer helpers and helps all 		existing leadership, paid and volunteer, to have all the tools necessary.

Staff-Parish Relations Team - works with the paid staff to meet congregational staffing 	needs.

Trustees Team - develops and maintains the physical buildings and property to make 	sure it is ready for all forms of ministry. 

Worship Team - coordinates all the activities surrounding worship. 

Belleville First United Methodist Church is organized to get God’s ministry done. It’s a unique church, and we’ve been blessed to have many people join us in this journey of faith as we move forward in Christ together. 

Our current organization gives us both the flexibility and the structure needed to seek God in all things, generate enthusiasm at all levels, while we continue to raise of the level of responsibility to God, to ourselves and to others. 

SOME BIBLICAL SERVANT EXPECTATIONS ABOUT HOW WE ALL SERVE TOGETHER

A good servant knows this isn’t about themselves at all…it’s about God working through us… together! Romans 12:9-12 reminds us, “Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above your-selves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be 
joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” In fact, Romans 12:1-21 can be the job description of every servant disciple in every Christian church.

“Who is a servant?” – Most of the work of the church is done by God-loving people who ask for no “thank you” and who serve for the sheer joy of doing something, so that God’s will can be done in this place. 

Whether paid or unpaid, they serve with humble hearts who love God first and then love others second. They realize they’re just a part of the body of Christ given certain spiritual gifts and talents to accomplish unity in the church both in structure and in ministry.

Servants do not have to be church members, but they can be if they wish to serve in some particular areas. Servants don’t have to give up their secular jobs to serve, but they are invited to exercise their faith in all the places where God has placed them. 

Servants don’t have to do it all, if and when, each servant at Belleville First United Methodist Church does their part, to fulfill what we believe our mission, and our vision for this congregation. Servants are not perfect, but they try really hard to be, so their ongoing daily walk becomes a witness of Christ being in their lives. It shows! 

If you are serving, thank you for your continued serving in Christ, for Christ, 
and with Christ, here at Belleville First United Methodist Church and out into our world. 
If you are not serving yet, talking with our pastor or our administrative assistant 
about what current opportunities may exist. 

FIVE THINGS WE AGREE NEED TO HAPPEN IN ANY CONGREGATION

#1 – Commitment: I will be committed to…	

	…committed to practicing God’s grace, in the name of Jesus Christ, sustained by 			the Holy Spirit, and our work together. 
	…committed to Belleville First United Methodist Church through prayers, 				presence, gifts, service and witness.
	…committed to each other (loving one another, lifting up and praying for one 			another.)
	…committed to Belleville First United Methodist Church’s leadership.
	…committed to those in your area of ministry and influence, and working in the 			world where God has placed you.
	…see Psalm 37:5, Proverbs 16:3, Philippians 3:13-14, Luke 9:62

#2 – Communication: I will communicate…		
	
	…with choosing to be caring and listening first and everything else second.
	…with a Matthew 18:15 understanding in all things; dealing one-on-one.
	…with the 24/48 rule – give a day before responding and after two days give it up
		as an act of forgiveness if you choose not to act on it.
	…not compete with others…teamwork not individualism...unity not division.
	…with an eye toward lifting people up instead of tearing them down.
	…choosing not to be negative, but positive.
	…with the church office / administrative assistant for scheduling and room 				assignments.
	…with the proper groups for the proper work areas, and not go to any committee
		above them (Ad Council for instance) without their input and support. 
	…by not hiding things, but being open in communicating our feelings, fears, and 			our challenges as well as our praises and joys.
	…with an understanding that only the Ad Council and the pastor speak on 				behalf of Belleville First UMC.
	…see Colossians 3:12-17, Matthew 18:1-35

#3 – Confidentiality: I will remain confidential knowing that…

	…everyone needs to feel as if they are in a “safe place” for communication or 			otherwise they will not open up to what may really be on their hearts.
	…confidentiality builds respect and trust.

	…gossip is never helpful…often it’s used as a case of bragging over another, 
		“I know something that you don’t know.” There is no place for such 				nonsense. God knows it all, and we follow God.
	…sharing things personal about Belleville First United Methodist Church with 			folks outside the Belleville First United Methodist Church family hurts our 			ability to share the love of Christ with others.
	… trust is earned and not assumed. anyone who does not keep confidences will 			risk not having the pastor’s confidence, and will not have the confidence 			of their peers. 
	…if someone is being hurt or abused, I have to tell the pastor or church office 			immediately.
	…see James 1:19-20, Romans 1:39-31, Ephesians 4:29

#4 – Competency: I know that in order to remain competent in order to be a deeper 	disciple, that…

	…I know that I’m never done learning, there’s always something new to adapt.
	…small groups are a great way to build faith and understanding. 
	…I need to know my job description / ministry tasks being able to accomplish 			them.
	…I must be willing to be accountable to others.
	…I must search out training…both provided and on my own…to help me develop 			the skills necessary to accomplish my responsibilities and deepen my faith.
	…it is expected every effort will be made to ask people to serve where their 			spiritual gifting and/or God-given talents would be best used.
	…understanding that sometimes we need to serve areas outside of our comfort 			zones, where the Christ and his church most need us.  	
	…it is expected that every effort will be made to offer training to our 				successors in the ministry areas we’re currently serving. 	
	…see 2nd Timothy 3:1-5, Romans 12:9-18

#5 – Considering the big picture: Together, I know we have to work for God’s mission 	and vision for our congregation…

	…by being willing to make time for worship, time for planning, and time for study, 		a priority over other priorities, so my participation will honor everyone’s 			time and preparation.
	…by not making my responsibility someone else’s responsibility. 
	…by being aware of how my specific area affects and benefits the church.
	…by being willing to sacrifice, and be team players, when it comes to financing 			and shared resources.
	…by being aware and appreciative of how my area continues the cause of Christ.
	…by accepting that other church servants, need support from other church 			servants, and by offering that support cheerfully and without reservation.
	…Romans 12:3-8, Galatians 5:22-23, Matthew 28:16-20, Ephesians 2:19-22

Understanding what a biblical servant is; understanding Belleville First United Methodist Church’s mission and vision; understanding that God has expectations in how we serve together as his church; understanding that only with God’s grace and love, each member at Belleville First United Methodist Church will strive to live to them as we serve together. 


MEMBERSHIP OR REGULAR PARTICIPANTS 

Here at Belleville First United Methodist Church, everyone (members, regular parti-cipants, and guests) may attend the church’s worship services and participate in its programs, as long as they’re willing to abide by what we’ve agreed to be and to do together. We are here to lift up Jesus Christ and to build each other up in the process.

Everyone may receive the sacraments of Baptism and Communion as long as they are willing to be held by the vows made at Baptism and the invitation made at Communion.

However, for those interested in membership, our pastor determines when each person is ready for membership. And sometimes that does take time, so that the congregation may get to know each other more fully.

People can unite with Belleville First United Methodist Church as “professing members” in three ways. Feel free to speak to our pastor about where you might fit into these:

	(1) baptism and profession of faith, (We can do baptism the same day as 				membership day if you haven’t been baptized yet.)
	(2) transferring one’s membership from another United Methodist Church or any 			other church from a Christian denomination. 
	(3) Infants and children who have been baptized, but are not yet professed their 			faith, can be transferred as baptized members. 



When a person unites with our church, in front of the congregation, they are asked to
agree with the vows made at their baptism, profess their faith in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; in Jesus Christ, his only son, and in the Holy Spirit. 

In doing so, the new member makes a covenant with God and with the members of this local church to keep the vows which are a part of the order of confirmation and reception into the church, both here and the church universal. To facilitate this process, this next form must be completed to the best of your ability. 

(Questions? - Please contact the church office or our pastor.)
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION FORM
Belleville First United Methodist Church - Belleville, Michigan


Please tell us about you! One of these has to be turned in for each individual.
Printing and clarity appreciated. Please call the office 734-697-9288 with questions.

Please know that just because you fill this out does not guarantee membership. 
Our pastor determines when each person is ready for membership.

Basic Individual Information

FIRST NAME 		______________________________________________________

MIDDLE NAME 	______________________________________________________

LAST NAME		______________________________________________________

STREET ADDRESS	______________________________________________________

CITY/STATE		_____________________________________ZIP_______________

BEST TELEPHONE NUMBER 	________________________________ cell (√)? ____

2nd BEST TELEPHONE NUMBER 	________________________________ cell (√)? ____

EMAIL ADDRESS	_______________________________________________________

BIRTHDATE		_________  BIRTH PLACE __________________________________

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN THE AREA?	___________

	MOVED FROM?				________________________________

HOW DID YOU FIND/COME TO VISIT US?	______________________________________

	__________________________________________________________________

DO YOU HAVE ANY HOBBIES OR INTERESTS?


DO YOU HAVE ANY AREAS OF INTEREST WITHIN THE CHURCH?


WHERE DO YOU SEE YOURSELF SPIRITUALLY GIFTED TO SERVE IN THE CHURCH? 


Family Information (if applicable)

FAMILY MEMBER’S NAME			HOW RELATED 	BIRTHDAY	GRADE 												COMPLETED

_______________________________	_______________	_________	______

_______________________________	_______________	_________	______

_______________________________	_______________	_________	______

_______________________________	_______________	_________	______

CURRENT MARRIAGE ANNIVERSARY DATE: _______________



Church History Information (if applicable)

BAPTIZED WHEN:	_______________________________________________________

BAPTIZED WHERE:	_______________________________________________________

BAPTIZED BY WHOM: ______________________________________________________

PREVIOUS CHURCHES BACKGROUND: _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

REGARDING MY PREVIOUS CHURCH FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILLIATION ATEMPTS: 

____ I have asked for forgiveness and am working at reconciling with my past churches. 	(Matthew 18:15-18). Understanding that the Belleville First UMC pastor may call 		my previous congregations, I have completed this work before signing below. 


Professing Membership Statement 

If approved by Belleville First United Methodist Church… 

As a follower and disciple of Jesus Christ, I hereby promise to pray, to be present, to serve, to give, and to witness, as a member of Belleville First United Methodist Church. 

Signature:	_____________________________________________________________

Printed:	_____________________________________________________________	
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