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Message from the Pastor 

 

April 
 

4/10 
Palm Sunday 

 

4/14 

Maundy 

Thursday 
 

4/15 
Good Friday 

 

4/17 
Easter Sunday 

 

4/18 
Church Closed 

 
 

 
 

With Christ as our center, we are His extended family, compassionately sharing Jesusô love with all people. 

Our congregation is on a lifelong journey of discipleship to become more like Christ. 

2 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, 

because love is from God; everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God. 8 
Whoever does not love does not know God, 
ŦƻǊ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ ф DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ 
among us in this way: God sent his only Son 
into the world so that we might live 
through him. 
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June is bustin' out all over 
All over the meadow and the hill! 
(Lyrics from a song from Rogers and Hammersteinôs Carousel) 
 
The words of this psalm and the lyrics of this song sprang forth in my head as I was 
walking Daisy this morning. You have to understand, this isnôt an uncommon 
occurrence in my brain. I have had a private soundtrack going on in my mind since I 
was really little. Someone says something and my mind immediately is playing the 
background soundtrack in our conversation. Letôs just say, I donôt get bored often.  

Psalm 149 1-4 Hallelujah! 
Sing to GOD a brand-new song, 
    praise him in the company of all who love him. 
Let all Israel celebrate their Sovereign Creator, 
    Zionôs children exult in their King. 
Let them praise his name in dance; 
    strike up the band and make great music! 
And why? Because GOD delights in his people, 
    adorns plain folk with salvation garlands! (MSG) 
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Ron Stansifer 3 
Dee  4 
Cliff  4 
Mary Hoff 5 

Ikpeama 7 
Megan Skelton 8 

Susan Featheringill 10 
Deborah  10 
Jackie Deal 12 
Jennifer Daigneau 13 
Chris Stone 13 
John  14 
Brian Moore 15 

Monica 16 
Alice Payne 16 

Vern & Karen Carlson 2 
Nathan "Nate" & Melissa (Missy)

 Clark 10 
Daniel & Sharon Smith 12 
Gary & Sue   13 

Dan & Susan Featheringill 15 
Jeremy & Amy Milios-Knieper 22 

 In the Hospital 
 
 

Please remember those in  
Continuing Care Facilities 

 
 
 
 

 

 Christopher Stone  
Son of Mike & Dawn Stone  

  

Michael Stone  
Son of Mike & Dawn Stone  

  

Blake   
Grandson of Betty Hughey  

  

Jared Stabnau  
Grandson of Elaine Stabnau  

  

Cody Ford-Aimone  
 Grandson of Mike & Lynda Aimone  

  

Justin Renton  
Grandson of Donna Sweeney  

  

Chad Koenne  
Grandson of Dick & Lila Timm  

  
  

Cliff & Debie Gurkin 6

Chris & Kelley Anderson 8

Doug & Pat  Cook 30

Joyce Forest 1

Yvonne Pierce 1

Dan Fancher 2

Mike Antic 6

Diane Ferguson 9

Richard Gamble 11

David Fleming 13

Conner Sampson 13

Hannah Baynesan 14

Wyn Ann Marosi 17

Tom Taylor 18

Doris Crocker 18

Abbigail Thomas 18

Bruce Lewke 21

Nancy Boltrick 21

ElizabethKnieper 24

David Brownlee 27

Lynda Aimone 28

Lauren Cook 29



Sabbath Day Recognition: 
tŀǎǘƻǊ aŀǊȅΩǎ {ŀōōŀǘƘ 5ŀȅ ƛǎ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻƴ 
Saturday unless an emergency occurs. 
 

Office Hours:  
Pastor Mary is available for office hours between 10a-1pm 
Monday ς Thursday.  Please contact the church office to 
schedule your appointments.  
 

 

From the Pastorõs Desk: 

Continued  from Page 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

Anyway, I am walking Daisy and I am noticing crocuses and daffodils bursting up 
through the grownémaybe for the first time. And the robins, did I tell you that the robins 
were everywhere and singing a new song to God and thanking God for the ñOh what a 
beautiful morning.ò (See what I meanéa soundtrack in my head.) And do you know 
what happened within me. I began to have spring in my step and a smile on my face 
and Daisy and I practically danced the whole way.  
 
God wants us to notice that June is bustinô out all over even when itôs only the beginning 
of April. In our noticing we begin to celebrate and dance and sing a hymn to our 
Creatoréwe just canôt help ourselves. This, my dearly beloved, is what it means to 
worship. Yes, worship is that time when we come together on a Sunday morning, but it 
is my hope and prayer that these moments of worship, that happen organically 
throughout your week, bring you into the presence of God. Worship draws us into 
thanks and praise. Worship can be petition and lament too. Worship is really anything 
that connects us to our God the Loving Creator, Loving Redeemer, and Loving 
Sustainer.  
 
So go on, get out there and seek and find that June is bustinô out all over even if itôs only 
the beginning of April.  
 
Bustinô out dancing and singing Blessings, 
Pastor Mary 



 
 

All events 

and 

activities 

have been 

cancelled 

until further 

notice.  
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Incarnation Study  
 

 (4 weeks ςbeginning 11/29) 
Look for sign-up sheets for Growth groups 

More details to follow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Series: Hard to Dance with the Devil on Your Back   (Continues) 

 

Lent 5: April 3, 2022 

Scripture:                   John 13:21-30 NRSV 

  

Sermon Title:             Dance with the One You Love 

  

Synopsis:                  From Gomer and Hosea, to Judas and Jesus, God is ñLôamour de Dieu est  

   folie;ò ñThe love of God is folly.ò God loves us even when we are unlovable 

   and loves us back to Godôs self. As we share the bread and the cup, let us 

   discover how great Godôs love truly is for us. 

 

  

Lent 6: April 10, 2022ðPalm/Passion Sunday 

Scripture:                   Luke 19:28-40 with Palms and Jeremiah 18:1-6 for sermon NRSV 

  

Sermon Title:           Dancing in the Hands of the Potter 

  

Synopsis:                   Boy are the disciples in for a week. The triumphal entry to the betrayal to the 

              trial and denial to Jesusô death on the cross. It will be like none they have  

             experienced before. How broken and unrepairable they must have felt during 

             the week we call Holy. Sometimes, we feel that way too. Today, we will learn 

             how to dance in the hands of the Potter. 

 

  

April 14 Maundy Thursday- online conference service will be offered 

 

 
April 15 Good Friday service 12:30-1pm  
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Lenten Series: Hard to Dance with the Devil on Your Back   (Continues) 

 

Easter: April 17, 2022 

Scripture:                   John 20:1-18 

  

Sermon Title:            The Lord of the Dance 

  

Synopsis:                   The story of the Lord of the Dance points us always to God. And Jesus  

               came in flesh and dwelled with us and suffered for and died for us all to   

                                    each us to Dance. So today, we pull out all the stops and we Dance!  

               We will celebrate the Lord of the Dance! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
[ 

Sermon Series: We Are Witnesses 

This Easter season series dips into the Acts of the Apostles as a way of examining the witness of 

the one who first experienced the Resurrection. Their story, as they struggled to find a way to live 

out the implications of this amazing news, this gospel event, becomes our story as we too seek to 

bear witness to the Risen Christ and to live that witness daily. 1 

 

April 24, 2022 

Scripture:  Acts 5:27-32 NRSV 

 

Sermon Title:  We Are Witnesses 

 

Synopsis:   Today, we hear a slice of the story of Peter on trial for teaching about  

                                Jesus. Wonder if any of us could ever be put on trial for that? Anyway, 

  when asked why Peter continued to preach Jesus his answer was  

  simple, ñWe are witnesses.ò We will explore what that statement  

  means here and now in the 21st century. 

 

 

 

____________________________ 
 1https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/we-are-witnesses/easter-sunday-year-c-lectionary-planning-notes 

https://mail.yahoo.com/d/search/name=Mary Loring&emailAddresses=pastormkl2020@gmail.com&emailAddresses=mkloring23@gmail.com&emailAddresses=pastor.56974@gmail.com&listFilter=FROM&contactIds=a512.754f/messages/ANoBnCZSEblyYgMT-QWxCACGTNY?guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly9tYWlsLnlhaG9vLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAIoGrOmsjpGA1bwwd0PFyp8djLvzEnPQFfzPMNfaJW-SUQ8UZFhulgXjPnHFWI-V9pJzbO34pgekrva5NZqoGRAHbpWs8X2hJ2vemULN2gC7i8nQrhGD8tR8muRwEjy6BNxcmBVVE0VRfAMDshSM6wgFM49Gu2pb53vZvfA7DBvL#_ftnref1
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Pat Aimone 

The Gurkin Family 

Bruce Lewke 

Donna Sweeney 

Ray Mitchell, Jr. 

 

Friday, 4/15  

12:30pm  



 

   

April Food Closet Item of the Month: 
Canned Vegetables 

  
Dee Groeneweg with food 
delivery to Belleville High 
School  

The pop/bottle drive is our 
new ongoing fundraiser for 
the Food Closet.  Bottles and 
cans can be dropped off on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
between 10am-1pm in the 
vestibule or along the outside 
wall.  Save yourself a trip to 
the store and help out the 
Food Closet!   Picture left is 
Steven Dolot who turns in the 
pop/bottles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The past two months at the Emergency Food Closet have been very busy.  In November, 203 bags were 

distributed and 9 new clients were added.  From December 1st through the 18th, 115 bags were passed out 

and another 10 new clients were added.  Since January 1st through December 18th, 136 families have been 

served with 83 of these new to this year.  1,701 bags of food have been distributed!  

 

As 2021 comes to a close. I would like to thank everyone who has volunteered their time packing, shopping, 

making home deliveries, distributing bags and brochures; donated food and personal care products; and given 

financial support to help feed and care for the hungry in our community.  Your continued support is a blessing!  

 

 

  

Feb. 13th Worship Committee Notes 
 

Topic- Lent  
 

 April 10 Palm Sunday 

 

 April 14 Maundy Thursday- no service 

 

 April 15 Good Friday service 12:30-1pm  

 

 April 17 Easter Sunday,  special offering will go to support the Nurse salary in 

  Liberia.    

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Valerie Moore, Chair 
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Jill B. Sestok, Director, Spiritual Formation             Phone:  313/948-7050                E-Mail:  JBSestok@GMail.com  

 

Happy Easter Church!!!  It is a glorious day and month indeed when we journey out of 

the desert and into the new day of resurrection, celebrating the savior we know who 

conquered death like no else can, to build the bridge to God like only Jesus the Christ is able.  

This desert journeying is not fully realized (and at Belleville First United Methodist Church 

we as a congregation are on a lifelong journey together as a church family) until the third 

Sunday this April, and according to the Julian calendar our Church follows as we seek to be 

actively engaged in our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 

the world.   

    Hopefully throughout this Lenten experience you have been attending worship as 

Pastor Mary has lead us through understanding more about how difficult it can be to Dance 

With The Devil On Your Back, even as we know who leads as the Lord of the dance!!!  

Further, I hope you have also been engaging in a small group experience (Growth Groups | 

Belleville First UMC) and daily scripture as you walk the BFUMC SPIRITUAL 

PATHWAY .  If for whatever reason you have not been able to be active in this way, itôs not 

too late!!!  For some ideas on how you may devote yourself through Holy Week, see 

more information about the United Methodist Churchôs devotional walk from last year 

here:  Devotions for Holy Week (umc.org).  Holy week and Easter are the focus for this 

month of ministry so plan on participating in Palm Sunday worship April 10th, virtually for 

Maundy Thursday the 14
th
, in person or virtually Good Friday the 15

th
, and on the 17

th
 for 

Easter Sunday.  May you find ways to connect and continue the spiritual disciplines you have 

been honing during this holy season throughout the rest of the year.  If you would like any 

help in doing so, please donôt hesitate to let me know. 

To round the month out as we live forward reminded we are resurrection Easter people, we 

have a chance to celebrate praise and thanksgiving for all of creation on April 22nd which is 

Earth Day.  Further information as to why this is important to United Methodists can be 

found here:  Discipleship Ministries | Earth Day 2022: Resources for Creation Care 

(umcdiscipleship.org).  The accompanying CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ (To Be United 

Methodist: Festival of God's Creatiion (resourceumc.org)) is noted in the UMC Worship 

calendar for Sunday, April 24th.  Monday, April 25th is noted as World Malaria Day and 

Wednesday, April 27th is set aside for both Holocaust Remembrance Day and  
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Jill B. Sestok, Director, Spiritual Formation             Phone:  313/948-7050                E-Mail:  JBSestok@GMail.com  

Administrative Professionalôs Day.  A perfect time to let Darlene in our church office 

know how much you appreciate her. 

 

Regardless, whether it is Lent, Easter, or any other season, when we are actively 

living out our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world, we see ourselves as Easter peoples, living  our church vision and find Christ as our 

center, we His extended family, compassionately sharing Jesusô love with all people.  
Thatôs how we know weôre on the right track.  If  you are not experiencing your church life as 

the vision we have collectively identified, ask yourself why and look to see how you might 

be more engaged with the mission.  Iôm always available to explore and discern further. 

 

With Godôs blessings in Christ, 

Jill 

CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY!!!  HE IS RISEN INDEED!!!  
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Jill B. Sestok, Director, Spiritual Formation             Phone:  313/948-7050                E-Mail:  JBSestok@GMail.com  

¶ MAY:  Asian Pacific Heritage Month Celebrating Asian/Pacific American 

heritage (umnews.org) 

 

¶ UMC Camping Sunday Celebration and Scholarship Fundraiser 

 

¶ Sunday, May 1
st
 ï Native American Ministries  Sunday Native American 

Ministries Sunday (umc.org) 

 

¶ Thursday, May 5
th

 ïNational Day of Prayer and new Prayer Partner 

Program launch 
 

¶ Sunday, May 8
th

 ï Motherôs Day and Festival of the Christian Home 

Discipleship Ministries | 2021 Christian Home Month: Planningé 

(umcdiscipleship.org) 
 

¶ Sunday, May 22
nd

 ï Children and Youth Program Year End Celebration 

during regularly  scheduled Sunday School Growth Grouping time 

 

¶ Thursday, May 26
th

 ï Ascension Day Why Ascension Day matters to United 

Methodists (umc.org) celebrated Sunday, May 29th 

 

¶ Monday, May 30
th

 ï Memorial  Day 
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Jill B. Sestok, Director, Spiritual Formation             Phone:  313/948-7050                E-Mail:  JBSestok@GMail.com  

 

¶ JUNE:  BFUMC Summer Tour  of Fellowship ï letôs explore Belleville 

together and practice getting out of the habit of being a host in the church 

building and instead be a guest in this community.  There is fellowship, 

food, fun, live music, movies, and plenty of neighbors to get to know better. 

 

DO YOU HAVE A GRADUATE 

YOUôD LIKE TO CELEBRATE 

WITH THIS CHURCH FAMILY?   

 

Weôd love to lift up and honor all of our 

high school and beyond graduating 

folks.  Please send the graduateôs bio 

including:  name, photograph, school 

attended, major, future plans, and best 

lesson learned to Jill by June 1st.  This 

way we will have what is needed to 

share this great and blessed achievement 

with all.   

 

JILL B. SESTOK, DIRECTOR,  

SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

JBSESTOK@GMAIL.COM  313/948-

7050 


