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Mission: Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Vision: With Christ as our center, we are His extended family, compassionately sharing Jesus’ love
with all people. Our congregation is on a lifelong journey of discipleship to become more like Christ.

behind. In fact, after his resurrection his scars
remained (John 20:27), he ate fish (John 20:12),
he bodily ascended to heaven (Acts 1:9), and will
bodily come again (1 Thessalonians 4:16). The
Son of God will always have a bodily existence.

Dear Friends,
As Easter approaches, I want to affirm that the
resurrection of Jesus is foundational to the
Christian faith. We tend to give it real thought
around the Easter season.
But the resurrection of Jesus is so important for
the whole year that Paul writes, “If Christ has not
been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in
your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:17). And later he
says, “If in Christ we have hope in this life only,
we are of all people most to be pitied” (verse 19).
In the hopes of gaining a deeper understanding
of this glorious reality, here is the truth about the
resurrection:
The resurrection of Jesus was a bodily
resurrection. He was physically here after the
most incredible miracle of all. When Jesus was
raised from the dead, he didn’t leave his body

The fact that Jesus still has a body testifies to the
dignity of the human body — both the ones that
we have and the ones we will have after our
resurrection. Matthew Lee Anderson writes in his
book Earthen Vessels, “The resurrection of the
body means that to be human with God is to be
with him not as disembodied souls, but as people
with noses, faces, arms, and legs that are similar
to those we currently have.
I do not want to be a disembodied spirit, I want to
be able to recognize and know those who have
gone on ahead of me to Heaven and those who
will follow me. I want a relationship with God but
also with those, I have known on this earth and
those I have known of the saints of the faith. I look
forward to being able to hear about their lives and
ministries as well.
Easter and the resurrection are a look into the
future for those who follow Christ. I hope that Lent
and Easter have been a time when your faith has
been enlarged. God bless you.
Gripped by His grace,



Rev. Jim Walker

Prayer Requests
In the Hospital:
Members At Home:
Please remember those in
Continuing Care Facilities:
Bobbie Winters
Superior Woods
Luanne Genga
The Sanctuary– St. Joes

.

Stephanie Boltrick
Daughter of Nancy Boltrick
Christopher Stone
Son of Mike & Dawn Stone

Forest
Pierce
Antic
Ferguson
Gamble
Bournival
Ashe
Fleming
Baynesan
Marosi
Schaerer
Taylor
Crocker
Lewke
Knieper
Sparling
Brownlee
Aimone
Cook

Joyce
Yvonne
Mike
Diane
Richard
Mike
Gwen
David
Hannah
Wyn Ann
Bernadine
Tom
Doris
Bruce
Elizabeth
Mark
David
Lynda
Lauren
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11
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13
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18
18
21
24
26
27
28
29

Michael Stone
Son of Mike & Dawn Stone
Blake
Grandson of Betty Hughey
Jared Stabnau
Grandson of Harvey & Elaine Stabnau
Cody Ford-Aimone
Grandson of Mike & Lynda Aimone
Justin Renton
Grandson of Donna Sweeney
Chad Koenne
Grandson of Dick & Lila Timm
Jim and Susan Walker
Cliff and Debie Gurkin
Chris and Kelley Anderson
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Our Vision Reminder

With Christ as our center, we are His extended family, compassionately sharing Jesus’ love with
all people. Our congregation is on a life long journey of discipleship to become more like Christ.
Our Vision is a view of our future here at Belleville First UMC – a vital and energetic congregation
working to fulfill our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ and transforming the world. Our
Vision is not a static statement, but something we need to nurture, grow and work on continuously.
Our strategy teams are continuing to focus on specific aspects of congregational life to make this
vision a reality. Small groups, outreach, congregation care, communications, and discipleship are all
receiving attention and making progress as we formulate practical ways to make our vision a reality.
But we don’t need to wait for someone to give us instructions or create a new program. Let’s do
some Vision work together during Lent. Try focusing each day on one aspect of the vision – not just
on Sunday morning, but at work, or at school, or at home, or while shopping. Pray about it. Share
Jesus’ love. Try taking some small additional steps on your own discipleship journey as we approach
Easter. Let’s be persistent in showing the community and the world what followers of Jesus Christ
at Belleville First UMC stand for, not just what we stand against. The future is on the way. It will be
a better future if we achieve our Vision.
-Mark G.

Thank you to all who participated in preparing sandwiches, cookies and lunches for
the N.O.A.H. project this past month. The team had a chance to serve folks
downtown on a very cold Monday. We shared the lunches, smiles, and
encouragement, with those in need (many homeless) in downtown Detroit. This is a
practical way of sharing Jesus' love with others!
Check out the NOAH Project Detroit at http://noahprojectdetroit.org/ or on
Facebook.

40 Days of Prayer, Praise, Thanks, Blessings…
“Praise for the commitment and dedication of all the teaching leaders!”.

“Praise for 103 people who signed up and some new groups formed!”
“Praise that William found, at least temporary, housing”.
“I was blessed in getting to know other members who I had never had the chance to really get to
know”.
“God answering my prayers in unexpected ways”.
Praise from Betty: “My son Dave got a good report from his doctor. No symptoms yet and they will
just keep him under observation. I enjoyed the study and the fellowship”.
“The Bible Study gave me new knowledge and hope. The 40 Days of Prayer provided not only new
ways to pray, but more importantly new ways to live according to prayer”. Jackie Dalzlell
“I’m thankful for my success in swim”.
“Praise for a safe and fruitful VIM trip – one home finished, and drywall started on another”. Dee G
“Praise for healing/remission for Kim Paris’ brother, Dan Palmer, and the blessing of time in his
home and hearing how God has been working in their lives through the flood and through the
current illness”. DeeG
“Prayed for my relationship with daughter-in-law. Prayers were answered. Will be a growing
experience; I need to change myself”.
“Refocus on praise and appreciation rather than on request in prayer”.
“Renewed and strengthened relationships”.
“Praise report that finances are falling into place”.
“I will always pray the Lord’s Prayer with more meaning and thought”.
“It was a blessing for a professor at my school to throw a dinner party for freshmen in my church
group”.
“Enjoying new people who became involved and are staying involved as our group moves to new
studies”.
“Enjoyed meeting new church member in fellowship and prayer”. Mary Carol Smallwood

News from the Food Closet
The Food Closet would like to thank Jan Renton for her years of service as director to help feed the
hungry in Sumpter and Van Buren Townships and the City of Belleville. Upon her resignation, Minette
Brownlee has agreed to become the new director/coordinator.
In 2018, the Food Closet fed over 5,500 people and has been serving the above communities since 1983.
It has served as an emergency source of food for those that have lost a job, been injured, or are ill, and
are temporarily unemployed; for our seniors, veterans, and disabled who do not have enough food or
income to last through the month; and those who are in need per referrals from our local schools and
pastors.
The Food Closet is entirely dependent upon donations from the community – individuals, churches, and
local businesses. The Post Office Food Drive held every May provides many items that go into our
weekly bags as well as choice food items and personal care products.
How can you help?
Donated food is ALWAYS needed. We can use: canned fruits, vegetables, soup (no creams please),
boxed mac & cheese, spaghetti noodles and canned spaghetti sauce, peanut butter, jelly (in plastic),
canned tuna and chicken, canned sloppy Joe, chili, and pork and beans. Please choose low-salt and low
sugar items when possible. Be sure to check expiration dates before donating as we cannot accept
expired foods. If you garden in the summer, we can always use fresh produce. We also accept personal
care items.
Donate Money or Gift Cards
Gift cards to Meijer, Walmart, and Kroger are always helpful as they allow us to purchase food items that
haven’t been donated and are running low.
Gift cards to Dollar Tree allow us to purchase personal care items.
In the fall, we will be participating in the Meijer Simply Give Program. By purchasing a $10 card at the
checkout aisle, that money is donated directly to our Food Closet Meijer account. If you shop on the
three DOUBLE DONATION days, Meijer doubles your donation. Your $10 card and Meijer’s $20
donation, contributes $30 to the Food Closet. More information will follow as we approach the dates of
this campaign. At this time, most of our funding for food comes from this source.
If you would like to donate MONEY, write a check and make payable to Belleville FUMC and write FOOD
CLOSET on the memo line.
Join the Kroger Community Rewards Program
Kroger donates a percentage of Kroger Rewards Members’ expenditures back to local non-profit
organizations. You still receive your gas fuel points and digital coupons. You can shop at any Kroger
store. To participate, sign-up by following the directions listed on the next page.

Continued on Page 8
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To Sign Up for the KROGERS COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM


Register online at krogercommunityrewards.com



Have your Kroger Plus card handy, and register your card with your organization after you sign up.



If you do not have a Kroger Plus card, they are available at the customer service desk at any Kroger.



Click on Sign In/Register.



Most participants are new online customers, so you must click on SIGN UP TODAY in the “New
Customer?” Box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, entering your email
address and creating a password, agreeing to terms and conditions.



You will then get a message to check your email inbox and click on the link within the body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email address and password to proceed to the next step.



Click on Edit Kroger Community Rewards information and input your Kroger Plus card number.



Update or confirm your information.



Enter NPO (DV468) or name of organization (Belleville First United Methodist Church), select
organization from list, and click on confirm.



To confirm you are enrolled correctly, you will see your organization’s name on the right side of your
information page.



REMEMBER, purchases will not count for your group until after you register your card.



Do you use your phone number at the register? Call 877-576-7587 to get your Kroger Plus card number.



Members must swipe their registered Kroger Plus card or use the phone number that is related to their
registered Kroger Plus card when shopping for each purchase to count.

The Food Closet staple for the month of April:
Canned Vegetables

Continued on Page 9
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Volunteer your time!
We couldn’t operate without our volunteers! We are always looking for additional help packing weekly
bags, handing out the bags of food, and shopping.
Mark your calendar! Saturday, May 11 will be the Post Office Food Drive. Please donate non-expired
food in bags in/at your mailbox. We will need lots of help that day in the fellowship hall from noon till 6
p.m. sorting items, checking “freshness” dates, and stocking the closet. We also need help transporting
the weighed food (the Post Offices around the U.S. compete to see who collects the most food) from the
Post Office to the church. Last year we collected 9,000 pounds of food!
Please come join us at our next Food Closet meeting on Wednesday, April 3 at 1 p.m. in the church
lounge. Everyone is welcome to attend!
Minette Brownlee and Marilyn Wood

Tom Hazen, Food Closet distributor of bags is waiting to help clients

Food Closet News

Opportunities for Enrichment
Passport 2 Purpose

The Patriarchs Bible Study

Join Jeannine LaSovage as she guides you
through her book,
“Passport 2 Purpose”. April 13th at
Lincoln United Methodist Church.
Location: 9074 Whittaker Rd across from
Lincoln Schools.
10:00am—4:00pm. Lunch is provided.
Call 812-498-7147 for more information.

A new Bible Study entitled, “The
Patriarchs”, by Beth Moore will be starting
March 28th and meeting every Thursday at
11am - 1pm ending June 6th in the
Lounge. This is an opportunity for those
who want to dig deeper into the Word of
God and see how the Old Testament
relates to the New Testament.

EASTER PLANTS

Church Grounds
Clean-Up Day!

Orders for Easter plants will be accepted
after Worship Sunday, March 31st,
April 7th, and April 14th 2019. Please
have payment at the time of your order.
Types of Plants Available:
Hyacinths
Tulips
Daffodils
Easter Lilies

Calling all able bodied men and
women to help clean up our church
grounds. Bring your leaf rakes and
your energy with you.

Saturday, April 13th
8:00am start time.

Food Closet News

From the Trustees
We would like to thank the Belleville Community Band for funding our new
LED sanctuary lighting. We will save significant costs over the years ahead
and enjoy a much brighter sanctuary. We also want to thank Brayden Keelan
for his help installing the new bulbs. He was an excellent “ground man”.

There will be a Blood
Drive Tuesday, April 30th
1:00pm—7:00pm in the
Fellowship Hall.

Food Closet News

Member Care Team Update
The Member Care Team has been meeting to discuss ways we might impact our
congregation. We decided our first project will be to acknowledge and support those actively serving in
our military. Our first step is to put up a bulletin board with pictures of those actively serving.
We would also like to send small care packages for those serving outside the USA.
Another suggestion was to touch base with the families of those serving outside the U.S. to see how we
could be of service.
Care Team Members include: Cliff Gurkin, Barbara Moore, Dee Groeneweg, Valerie Moore, Paul Smith,
Terri Morioka, Mike Aimone, Mary Carol Smallwood, Micky Keelan.
Barbara Moore is taking the lead for this project. Contact her if you have a family member actively serving
so we may touch base with them.
Valerie Moore,
Member Care Team facilitator

Youth Group will be meeting weekly in April. Our study topic will be “The Passion”.
We will be meeting 6:00pm—7:30pm in the Youth Room on Sundays.
Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything. Jas 1:4

Coloring Page

2019
Sun

Mon

Food Closet Item
of the Month:
Canned
Vegetables

1

7

8

9 a.m. Worship
9 a.m. Children’s SS Classes
10:05 a.m. Children’s Choir
(FH)
10:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Adult SS Class

7 p.m. Comm Chorus
Prac (S)

Payroll
7 p.m. Comm Chorus
Prac (S)

Tue
2

Wed

Palm Sunday

9 a.m. Worship
9 a.m. Children’s SS Classes
10:05 a.m. Children’s Choir
(FH)
10:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Adult SS Class
Noon Finance Comm Mtg (L)

21Easter

9 a.m. Worship
9am Children's Easter Celebration (F/H)
9 a.m. Children’s SS Classes
10:05 a.m. Children’s Choir
(FH)
10:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Adult SS Class
Noon Finance Comm Mtg (L)

28

9 a.m. Worship
9 a.m. Children’s SS Classes
10:05 a.m. Children’s Choir
(FH)
10:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Adult SS Class
11:30 a.m. Comm. Mtg. (L)

15

5

6

9

10

11

12

13

16

17

18 Maundy Thursday

19 Good Fri-

20

23

24

25

26

27

6 p.m. Christian
Ed Comm Mtg
(Artley Rm)
7 p.m. Ad Council (L)

7 p.m. SPRC (L)

6 p.m. Trustee’s Mtg
(AR)
7 p.m. Comm Chorus
Prac (S)

7 p.m. Missions
(L)

29

30

7 p.m. Comm Chorus
Prac (S)

Sat

4

7 p.m. Comm Chorus
Prac (S)

22 Office Closed

Fri

3

1 p.m. Food Closet
(L)
7 p.m. Prayer
Group (AR)

10 a.m. Women’s
Bible Study (L)
6:30 pm Joyful
Noise Prac (S)
7 p.m. Prayer
Group (AR)

12:00pm Worship Comm Mtg (L)

14

Thu

10am-7pm Red
Cross Blood
Drive (F/H)
6 p.m. Christian
Ed Comm Mtg
(AR)

10 a.m. Women’s
Bible Study (L)
6:30 pm Joyful
Noise Prac (S)
7 p.m. Prayer
Group (AR)

10 a.m. Women’s
Bible Study (L)
7 p.m. Prayer
Group (AR)

10 a.m. AA (FH)
11 a.m. The Patriarchs
Bible Study (L)
6 p.m. Praise Band Prac.
7:30 p.m. Choir Prac.
8 p.m. AA (FH)

10 a.m. AA (FH)
11 a.m. The Patriarchs
Bible Study (L)
6 p.m. Praise Band Prac.
7:30 p.m. Choir Prac.
8 p.m. AA (FH)

10 a.m. AA (FH)
11 a.m. The Patriarchs
Bible Study (L)
6 p.m. Praise Band Prac.
7:30 p.m. Choir Prac.
8 p.m. AA (FH)

10 a.m. AA (FH)
11 a.m. The Patriarchs
Bible Study (L)
6 p.m. Praise Band Prac.
7:30 p.m. Choir Prac.
8 p.m. AA (FH)

day

5:30p Comm
Chorus Dress
Rehearsal (S)

8 a.m. Beg.
Yoga
(FH/Classroom)
10 a.m. GA

8 a.m. Beg.
Yoga
(FH/Classroom)
10 a.m. GA

8 a.m. Beg.
Yoga
(FH/Classroom)
10 a.m. GA

8 a.m. Beg.
Yoga
(FH/Classroom)
10 a.m. GA

5:30 p.m.
Comm Chorus
Concert (S)

