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Message from the Pastor
Dear Friends,

May 25
Memorial
Day
Holiday

June 6
Pastor Jim’s
Retirement
Parade

June 7
Zoom Party
with Pastor
& Mrs.
Walker

As I was thinking about writing this
letter to you, the twentieth chapter of
the Book of Acts came to my mind. It
contains Paul’s farewell to several of the
churches that he had worked with. The
chapter is a little sad, but contains one
of my favorite characters, Eutychus, the
patron saint of church attenders. It is
sad to say goodbye to friends who have
become family.
We have had some wonderful
experiences while we were here. It is
too bad that we are ending still in
quarantine, but such is life. You, as a
congregation, have overcome so many
things. However even in tough times
you have rightly focused on ministry to
the world around us. At this moment,
there are wonderful thank you notes
from the children in Liberia that we
have supported in school. Ministry
often seems to be so little and so far
away that we forget about it. You
cannot imagine the impact our gifts
have made in the lives of those kids.

The food closet has made available the
solution to some of the needs around
us. You have fed many people and been
rescuers for them in their time of crisis.
I will not go on to name everybody
because you all helped. Some did a lot,
some did a little, but all of us together
have brought glory to God. You have
done it all. While this entire ministry has
been going on, I have been the pastor
here. We have seen lots of new faces
come and sadly seen others go. I seem
to have buried many people in the last
thirteen years. I miss them. I will miss all
of you too when we move away.
Thank you for all of the good memories.
In the grip of His grace,

Rev. Jim Walker

Here in Michigan, you have helped so
many in countless ways. The migrant
families and the homeless in Detroit
have certainly been a bright spot in your
ministry.
With Christ as our center, we are His extended family, compassionately sharing Jesus’ love with all people.
Our congregation is on a lifelong journey of discipleship to become more like Christ.
417 Charles Street, Belleville, MI. 48111

TEL: 734-697-9288

Email Address: bellevillumc48111@yahoo.com
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As each of us shelters in place to do our
part to prevent the spread of COVID-19,
we cannot help but be impacted by the
scale of illness, death, and financial
distress all around us. We could even
be led to believe that this is a hopeless
situation. But, thank God, that is not
true!
As each of us shelters in place to do our part to prevent the spread of
COVID-19, we cannot help but be impacted by the scale of illness,
death, and financial distress all around us. We could even be led to
believe that this is a hopeless situation.
But, thank God, that is not true!
Together, we can give compassion and care to others in this time of
great need. By way of cards, telephone calls, but mostly by prayers!
Even as you shelter in place, you can be there for others.
Stay Home! Stay Safe and Healthy!

Thank you from Van Buren Public Schools
Ralph Bird Funeral Service

April 5th

These are very strange times. The funeral arrangements for Ralph Bird will be held at
David C. Brown Funeral Home on Friday, May 22,2020 from 10am-11am for family
only. 11am until 2pm will be the general visitation and 2pm will be the service.
Anyone visiting must wear a mask. Only a total of ten people will be allowed in at a
time. As people leave others may come in. The funeral service will be for family only.
Let me suggest that you send a card or a note to Arlene.
Let us continue to pray for her and the healing of this land.
May God bless you all,
Rev. Jim Walker

.

Greetings Church,
Grace to you and peace in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. I am so very
excited to be drawing closer to living and ministering among and with you. As that day
approaches, I covet your prayers for me and my family as I am praying for all of you.
You may be wondering what direction your new pastor will take in leading you
forward into the future. The way I know best to answer that question is to tell you how I
take the next right step on my own journey.
Whenever I am in a new situation, my first next right step is to get to know those
with whom I will be journeying. I am hoping, even with COVID-19 restrictions in place, to
be able to have some listening sessions that the Staff Parish Relations Committee will
set up for us. We will most likely do these as Zoom meetings and for those without
internet access or abilities, we will do conference calls. In these meetings, the focus is
on me listening to you. There will be three questions that you will answer as I listen.

April 5th

(1) What is one thing I, as your new pastor, need to know about this
church?
(2) What is one way that we can reach new people together?
(3) What is one dream that you have for our church?
I will be revealing more and more of myself to you through my sermons, but I will
answer a few questions during these listening sessions, too. But remember, the main
emphasis is on me listening to you.
Second, I remove any obstacle on the path where God is leading. This can be an
unresolved grief, unforgiven hurt, a deed undone, or a relationship that needs mending.
Over the years, I have recognized that I get stuck sometimes. Each time I have learned
to live into convicted humility. This allows me to be open to the other and willing to listen
and change while also knowing my own convictions. When I can remain in convicted
humility, nine times out of ten, I learn something that softens the edges of my
convictions. I continue to grow.
In my introductory meeting with the Staff Parish Relations Committee, I heard
that there are many divisions among you. Whether it’s early vs. late services attenders,
traditional vs. contemporary worship, conservative vs. liberal, there are obstacles
getting in the way of following God on the path where God is leading us, individually and
as a faith community. The distractions of our divisions keep us stuck like a log jam with
an inability to move forward.
One of the main things I have been doing during my time in quarantine is to study
how to facilitate healing and open conversations. I will be utilizing such resources as
The Anatomy of Peace from the Arbinger Institute, Another Way: Living and Leading
Change on Purpose by Stephen Lewis, Matthew Wesley Williams, and Dori Grinenko
Baker, and the many webinars on how to lead
. during COVID-19. It is my hope to begin
to heal the divides and begin having decisions made, not as us vs. them, but as us.

What I know and understand from my own faith journey is that if you don’t get the
obstacles out of the way first, your ability to follow God and do God’s work is greatly
stifled. I am not afraid to talk about the elephant in the room and, in fact, I like to help
the elephant dance.
Finally, I believe that it may be time for Belleville First to go through the process
of the Local Church Assessment. This is a district/conference facilitated assessment
that helps the church to look at where it’s been, see where it is, and then move it into
the future with confidence. In my own faith journey, I take time about every six months
to contemplate these areas. I journal, so it’s easy for me to look back at where God has
been leading, even if I didn’t get it at the time. I also do this on a daily basis through the
ancient practice called the daily examen. I ask myself, “Where did you see God today?
Where did you follow God’s path? Where did you get distracted?”
Through building relationships, tearing down the dividing walls and assessing
where God is leading us into the future, we will be stronger disciples of Jesus Christ and
live into being God’s church in the community of Belleville. I am looking forward to what
God has in store for us as we work together and with Jesus to make disciples that
transform the world.

God’s richest blessings,
Pastor Mary Loring

.

.

May Newsletter - News from the Emergency Food Closet
Beginning the week of March 15th, the Emergency Food Closet became a “drive thru” food pantry
due to the efforts of Mark Groeneweg. So far, it is working very well. Our volunteers include Mark
& Dee Groeneweg, Lori Summer, and Paul McCrary. We are limiting the number of volunteers who
work on Tuesdays and Wednesdays to two, to safeguard all of our volunteers and to reduce the
chance of exposure to the corona virus. Volunteers are wearing gloves and masks and are
continually sanitizing the carts, pens, clipboards, tables, and doors. “Social distancing” is taking
place from each other and clients. Clients are addressed on the passenger side of their car, and the
bags are placed in the backseat or trunk of each vehicle. Clients are asked to remain in their car and
are not permitted in the church.

Something needed for our volunteers are gloves. Our supply is getting low and cannot be found in
area stores. If you have any you would like to donate, there is a plastic tub in the entry way on the
parking lot side to accept donations. The church doors are open from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Tuesdays
and Wednesdays.
Since March 17th through April 15th, we have had 18 new clients. Each client is receiving a bag of
food (or more depending on his/her family size) and toilet paper. Our refrigerated items are gone,
and so is our bread supply. Personal care items are being given out when requested. Due to the
supply of food in stores being limited, and restrictions on the amounts that can be purchased,
shopping for restocking the food closet has stopped. Stores are not taking special orders at this
time. But, most importantly, we do not want to put any one at risk to shop. Once we can no longer
fill bags with their weekly menu items, we will make half bags and give out FOOD ONLY gift cards
that can be used by clients at any Meijer store.

News from the Emergency Food Closet

In March, the Meijer Simply Give program donated $5,000 in FOOD ONLY small denomination gift
cards to the Emergency Food Closet to help feed the hungry in Sumpter and Van Buren Townships
and the City of Belleville during this unprecedented health crisis. This will help so many who are
struggling with food insecurity at this time. We thank and appreciate Meijer’s philanthropic efforts
to help those in need.
We would like to thank Reggie Miller, Van Buren Township Trustee, for her efforts that secured a
grant from the United Way of Southeastern Michigan. Due to her efforts, the Emergency Food
Closet received many needed items. We would also like to thank Lynette Jordan for coordinating
the delivery and the township staff who delivered and unloaded these at the church.
The Letter Carriers “STAMP OUT” Hunger Food Drive has been cancelled. It was scheduled to be
held on Saturday, May 9. Hopefully, it will be rescheduled in the fall.

Stay safe and healthy!
Your Emergency Food Closet Team
May Food Closet Items of the Month: Canned Chicken and Canned Tuna
June Food Closet Items of the Month: Canned Ravioli, Spaghettios, Macaroni (Like Boyardee)

The Staff Parish Relationship Committee has planned a gift
from the congregation for the Walkers in recognition of Pastor
Jim’s retirement and their years of service to Belleville FUMC.
While not expected, if you would like to contribute to a
congregational gift, you may do so by:

· Mailing to the church or dropping a check in the church mail
slot with “Retirement” in the memo line.

· Making an extra donation through myEoffering and emailing
Micky Keelan (beankeelan@yahoo.com) to indicate this is for
the retirement gift.

· Send a Venmo payment to Abby Fleming (@Abby-Fleming-9)
and indicate retirement gift. Abby’s cell phone number is
(734) 740-2219.

Pastor Jim's Retirement Party
Invitation to Pastor Jim’s Retirement Zoom Party
A special Zoom party has been planned as an open house for Sunday, June 7,
2020 from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. Register now for this party to receive the Zoom
details.
If you have never used Zoom before and need assistance, call Susan
Featheringill at 734-552-8741 before Sunday, June 7.
Visit the Belleville First UMC website
(https://www.bellevillefirstumc.org/pastor-jim-s-retirement) for additional
information about Pastor Jim’s Retirement celebration.
You are invited to a Zoom meeting.
When: June 7, 2020 02:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcrcOysqD4sHd2xGnFCFW9enpB
fR8ybThWx

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information
about joining the meeting.

