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Message from the Pastor
Covenants
A biblical covenant is the “binding or establishing of a relationship between two
parties… - both between people and God.” If you type in the word covenant in
the search engine in Biblegateway.com, you’ll find literally hundreds of
references to covenants in both the Old and the New Testament, between God
and God’s people and between people and people in the Bible. Covenants
move people forward. Covenants remind people of God and God’s love and
provision. Covenants bind us together.
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Covenants come out of many situations and for several reasons. The
Covenant of New Beginnings came out of a need to create space for
conversation to continue in healthy ways during conflicts and disagreements.
The challenges that the Church with a big “C” and the local church face can be
divisive. The Covenant of New Beginnings recognizes those challenges and
puts into place a path toward unity.
The beginnings of a covenant formed in a conversation between Joy Dubin,
the Ad Council chair, and I. We discussed the importance of the vows each of
us have taken as members of the United Methodist Church. That is why the
first two parts of the covenant incorporate the baptismal and membership
vows. Then we pondered two resources that offer ways to be in holy
conversation in the midst of disagreement and conflict. Those resources are
the United Methodist publication Living Faithfully and the book, Brave Church
by Elizabeth Hagan, I preached on in September of 2021. We mushed
together the instructions on how to talk and be with one another when we don’t
see eye to eye.

With Christ as our center, we are His extended family, compassionately sharing Jesus’ love with all people.
Our congregation is on a lifelong journey of discipleship to become more like Christ.
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Once we had a framework, we invited some key leadership, both formal and informal, to work on
the covenant to bring it to a finalized form. This group helped clean up the grammar and added the
use of Matthew 18:15-20 and the General Rules of the United Methodist Church. Then the
covenant was presented to the committee chairs for feedback. Finally, on January 4, at the Ad
Council meeting, the Covenant of New Beginnings was affirmed and passed as the way that this
faith community will proceed into the future. On January 23 & 30, town hall meetings took place
between worship to answer any questions or concerns with the intent to free those in attendance to
make a commitment to sign the covenant at a later date.
This month, at our Connection Worship Service on February 6, 2022, we will sign the Covenant of
New Beginnings and we will walk forward in faith loving God and loving one another as we put this
covenant into action. It is the hope of the Ad Council that when conflicts or disagreements arise, we
can all refer to this covenant and utilize the healthy communication strategies within its content. The
Ad Council also recognizes that there will be conflict and disagreements, but now the faith
community does not have to be fearful when addressing them.
The Church with a big “C” has had conflicts and divisions since the early church (Acts 15!). That
part of our humanity is not going away. Yet, with a deliberate and caring covenant in place, Belleville
First, can walk together into the future unafraid and ready to make disciples with Jesus for the
transformation of the world—including us.
Covenant blessings,
Pastor Mary

Note: A copy of the covenant is on page 4.

https://www.google.com/search?q=covenant+definition+bible&oq=covenant+def&aqs=chro
me.2.0i433i512j69i57j0i131i433i512j0i512l7.8498j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8

Belleville First United Methodist Church
Covenant of New Beginnings
As members of the United Methodist Church and members of Belleville First UMC:
Do you, as Christ's body, the Church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin
and your commitment to Christ?
I do.
Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include each other in your care?
With God's help I will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of Christ. I
will surround each person of the community of faith with a community of love and forgiveness
that we may grow in our trust of God, and be found faithful in our service to others. I will pray
for each person that we may be true disciples who walk in the way that leads to life.
As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in its ministries by your prayers, your
presence, your gifts, your service and your witness?
I will.
Members of the household of God, I commend each person at Belleville First to your love and care.
Do all in your power to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in love.
I give thanks for all that God has already given us and I continue to welcome each person in
Christian love. As a member together with each person in the body of Christ and in this
congregation of The United Methodist Church, I renew my covenant faithfully to participate in
the ministries of the Church by my prayers, my presence, my gifts, my service, and my
witness, that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.
The God of all grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, establish us and strengthen us that
we may live in hope, grace, and peace.
With these vows renewed, I also understand how we are at odds with each other at times and how
we can become divided from one another. In order for our community of faith to move forward in unity
I will:
 live by the Christ Rule (Matthew 18: 15-20)
 live into the United Methodist General Rules: do no harm, do good, stay in love with
God
 accept conflict and commit to the way of kindness by listening respectfully without
interrupting
 use “I” statements instead of “you” statements, not accuse or attack individuals, and
criticize ideas, not individuals
 avoid blame, speculation, and inflammatory language
 allow everyone the chance to speak
 avoid assumptions about any member or generalizations about social groups
 not ask individuals to speak for their (perceived) social group

Name_______________________________________________________________________Date____________________________________

Being the Body of Christ: Love Never Ends
In this series we will build on our September of Love and see the light of Christ through lens of love.
We are on a journey, guided by the Corinthians epistles to let the light shine around us and in us and
then from us as we seek to continue to become disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world. We who have seen the light of Christ now desire to reflect it in our community and in our world
by letting others see Christ through our loving presence.
February 6, 2022
Scripture:

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Title:

Hold Firmly

Synopsis:

This week, the text invites us to go back to where we started. We
can reclaim our initial acceptance of the faith, when we first said yes
to Jesus, or first said it in public in the presence of the loving and
supporting church family. Do you remember when you first heard
this amazing, good news, heard it in a way that changed your life.
Let’s reaffirm that yes and build a new beginning together.

February 13, 2022
Scripture:

1 Corinthians 15:12-20

Title:

The First Fruits

Synopsis:

Jesus is the model of living and loving and dying and rising. And
while we may not really know what happens at that threshold
moment between this life and eternity, we embrace the promise and
the hope wholeheartedly.

Based on lectionary helps found https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/calendar/month/2022/02

Being the Body of Christ: Love Never Ends

(Continues)

February 20, 2022
Scripture:

1 Corinthians 15:35-38; 42-50

Title:

Raised in Glory

Synopsis:

Our discipleship path and our journey to heaven are the same
journey. That is the glory that we are aiming toward; that is the
promise that Paul reminds us of when he tells us that we will be
raised in glory. Thanks be to God.

February 27, 2022
Scripture:

Luke 9:28-36

Title:

Seeing the Glory

Synopsis:

We pray to the glorified Christ. We bow before the
transcendent God. We invite the elusive Spirit to fill us with power
and with love, so that we can represent this glorious God in our
living each day. Today, in witnessing the transfiguration we will live
into the mystery by not trying to explain it.
We are the stewards over our hearts. If we want
God’s best in our lives, we must sow seed (the
Word of God) into our lives daily!

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Val Moore & Family
Marj Priest
Pat Aimone
Jennifer Wise

The United Methodist Men have a number of photos you may want in your personal
photo album. They are displayed on the table across from the sanctuary and are
free for the taking.

Winter Greetings Church!!! There is
much going on in the life of the
church this month. We have started
the year together as a congregation
on a lifelong journey of discipleship
in prayer to become more like Christ.
Pastor Mary’s Praying on Purpose
sermon series helped us ponder how
often we pray, how we pray, and
helped us explore what more our
prayer life might be. This helped
inspire us to participate in a prayer
vigil and walk the BFUMC Spiritual
Pathway step of Engaging God in
Prayer.
This month we continue together with Christ as our center and we his extended family,
compassionately sharing Jesus’ love with all people, as we take on our mission of making disciples
ofJesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Help love to flourish this month by being the
body of Christ. One way you Group (small group) experience. Growth Groups will start the week
of February 20th with the following offerings:
 CHILDREN 2nd – 5th Sundays @ 9:15 a.m. in the Youth Room: Children’s (K – 5th graders)
Sunday School Growth Grouping worships together in community on the first Sunday of
every month. 2nd – 5th Sundays our parent volunteer teaching teams follow Cokesbury’s
Deep Blue One Room Sunday School Kit Year 1. See the sign-up sheet for more details…
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094AAAAD2FAAF85-childrens1
 YOUTH 2nd & 4th Sundays @ 10:30 a.m. in the Youth Room: Youth (6th – 12th graders)
Sunday School Growth Grouping worships together in community on the first Sunday of
every month. 2nd & 4th Sundays (subject to change) Dee Groeneweg and Jill Sestok follow
Sparkhouse’s Re:Form Ancestor’s Anti-Workbook. See the sign-up sheet for more details…
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094AAAAD2FAAF85-youth1
 Sundays @ 6 p.m. in the BFUMC Lounge with Pastor Mary: Listen to Brian McLaren’s free
podcast “Learning How To See” before each gathering and discuss together. There is
nothing to read or purchase. See the sign-up sheet for more details…
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094AAAAD2FAAF85-learning

 Mondays @ 7 p.m. virtually via Zoom with Mark & Dee Groeneweg: Read Skye Jethani’s
“What If Jesus Was Serious” devotional book before each gathering and discuss together.
The first 7 people to sign up will get a free copy of the book that is available in the office
now!!! Thank your group leaders for this donation!!! See the sign-up sheet for more
details… https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094AAAAD2FAAF85-what
 Wednesdays @ 12p.m. virtually via Zoom with Jill Sestok: Daily reading of scripture and
prayer through Magrey R. Devega’s “The Bible Year”. A weekly video accompanies the
reading discussion during the group gathering. The Bible Year book will be available for
purchase in the church office for around $20. You will also need a Bible of your choosing.
As always, scholarships are available!!! See the sign-up sheet for more details…
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094AAAAD2FAAF85-thebible
 Thursdays @ 10 a.m. in the BFUMC Lounge with Joy Dubin: Lenten study focused on
reading Amy-Jill Levine’s “Entering the Passion of Jesus” book. Several videos are also
available for independent viewing. This book will be available for purchase in the church
office for around $15. E-books and large print books are also an option if you want to order
them yourself. As always, scholarships are available!!! See the sign-up sheet for more
details… https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094AAAAD2FAAF85-entering
The UMC Christian calendar also highlights February as Black History Month, and Transfiguration
of the Lord Sunday on the 27th, among other special times. March will bring us Ash Wednesday
and our journey thorough Lent. Stay tuned to church announcements and all of our
communication channels for further details and reminders and remember, you are plenty enough
right now!!! Especially if you are feeling behind with any resolutions you may have made, there is
grace abundant for you to refocus your “should” into a “could” and remove some of that potential
pressure. See how you do after meeting yourself wherever you are.
With love in Christ – Jill
Jill B. Sestok, Director, Spiritual Formation; JBSestok@GMail.com; 313/948-7050

This BFUMC Spiritual Pathway can be found on the church website
under the “Resources” tab: Resources | Belleville First UMC. This
is the way that Belleville First’s church folks walk the words of our
Mission and Vision. Our Mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world. Our Vision states: “With Christ as
our center, we are His extended family, compassionately sharing
Jesus’ love with all people. Our congregation is on a life long journey
of discipleship to become more like Christ.” You may find yourself at
any step, or even multiple steps along the pathway, during your faith
journey. If you don’t see yourself walking any of the steps described
here, maybe ask yourself if you are actually “walking your talk”. It’s
always a good time to check-in and see where you might take an
intentional step, walk with another, or review the pathway.

Jill B. Sestok, Director, Spiritual Formation

Phone: 313/948-7050

E-Mail: JBSestok@GMail.com

2021 Emergency Food Closet Report
The Emergency Food Closet housed at Belleville First United Methodist Church has
been feeding the hungry in Van Buren and Sumpter Townships and the City of Belleville
since 1983. It has served as an emergency source of food for those that have lost a
job, been injured, are ill, or are temporarily unemployed; for our seniors, veterans, and
disabled who do not have enough food or income to last through the month; and those
in need per referrals from our local schools and pastors. Referrals are good for a year.
No one is ever turned away! Everyone receives food on his/her first visit. To continue
to receive food, he/she needs to bring a Michigan driver’s license or State ID, proof of
residency (rent receipt, tax bill, utility bill), and a referral from the Salvation Army,
Community Care Services, the Department of Health and Human Services, a doctor, a
social worker, a school principal or counselor, or from a pastor.
In 2021, the Emergency Food Closet served 138 families and distributed 1,800 bags of
food. 86 of these families were new clients this year.
34% came 1 time
11% came 2 times
This may be due to:
1) client needed temporary help
2) client doesn’t want to pursue getting a referral
3) client knows he/she won’t qualify for help
35% of the clients are a 1 member family
43% are families with children
7% of the families have 5 or more members and receive 2 bags of food, and double
refrigerator, personal care, and cart items
54% of the clients are over age 60
The weekly bag menu is different for each week of the month. Each bag always has 2
cans of soup, fruits, and vegetables. Twice a month clients receive canned tuna,
chicken, spaghetti sauce and spaghetti noodles, and peanut butter and jelly. Other
items include sloppy joe mix, canned chili, rice-a-roni, tuna or chicken pasta helper, mac
and cheese, snack crackers, saltines, graham crackers, boxed potatoes, Chef Boyardee
products, pork and beans, muffin mix, and popcorn. Breakfast items include cereal,
oatmeal, pancake mix and syrup. Refrigerator items include: a choice of one lb. ground
hamburger or ground turkey; one dairy-cheese, eggs or margarine; and one choice of
lunchmeat-ham, turkey, roast beef, bologna, salami, or hot dogs. In addition, each
client gets a loaf of bread and a 4 roll package of toilet paper.

For Thanksgiving, in addition to the weekly bag, each client received a $25 Meijer Food Only gift
card. 67 cards were passed out at a cost of $1,675.
For Christmas, in addition to the weekly bag, each client received a $25 Meijer Food Only gift card.
62 cards were passed out at a cost of $1,550.
In prior years, special Thanksgiving and Christmas bags were packed for a special meal. This was
discontinued due to the expense. Giving a client a gift card lets the client get the food he/she likes
and needs. During the pandemic food quantities have been limited.
Each weekly bag costs $25-$35 a bag depending on what items are included and what refrigerated
items are selected. A yearly budget is not easy to estimate but could range from $45,000 to $63,000
(1,800 x $25 and 1,800 x $35). Due to the pandemic we have not received food from the Post Office
“Stamp Out” Hunger Food Drive for the past two years which helped stock the shelves. Most of our
funding comes from the Meijer Simply Give campaigns. The rest is from the generosity of our
congregation, community residents, local churches and businesses.
Meijer has selected our food closet to partner with during their Winter Simply Give Campaign at the
Belleville Meijer store located at 9701 Belleville Rd. The Winter Simply Give Campaign runs from
January 2nd through April 2nd, 2022. The campaign has two Double Match Days – Saturday, March
5th and Saturday, March 26th. If you would like to purchase a Simply Give card, please purchase
on Double Match Days. On these two days, Meijer will double what one donates on the card. If one
buys a $10 card, Meijer will donate $20, for a total donation of $30. If we can raise locally $5,000
total on these two Double Match Days, Meijer will match up to $10,000.
During the last week of February, letters will be mailed to the schools, churches, and local
businesses in the community to ask for their support for this fundraiser. Articles will also be
submitted to the Belleville Independent to make the community aware.
Marilyn Wood – Coordinator
Emergency Food Closet
*******************************************************************************************************************

The Postal Service is
delivering one shipment of 4
COVID tests per residential
address. Enter your name,
address, and email at
www.COVIDtests.gov
to request a shipment.

Administrative Council Highlights
January 2022
The Council meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm, in person and via Zoom. All
are welcome to attend. However, only official members of the Council are eligible to vote.
Our action in January:
• Elected Paul Smith as Chair of the Staff Parish Committee. We thank David Fleming who
has so capably served in this capacity.
• Recognized the resignation of Lynda Aimone, Yvonne Pierce, and Sandy Baker from the
United Methodist Women’s board. We thank you for your years of faithful service.
• Approved use of the Covenant for New Beginnings
• Expressed condolences to Val Moore in the death of her sister
• Applauded Mike and Julie Skelton in the continuation of the Downtown Homeless Mission
• Announced the formation of 4 small group studies for the Lenten season
If you would like to know more about the work of the Administrative Council, please contact
Joy Dubin, Chair, at 734-218-3634.

******************************************************************************************************
KUDOS TO BELL RINGERS – Thank you to each of you who participated in our time of
ringing the bell for the Salvation Army. 12 of our members and 5 church friends donated
their time and efforts to making this project a success. Each of you chose to stand in the
cold and to provide warm greetings and smiles to all who passed your way. Our efforts of
providing 6-hours of bell ringing would not have been possible without you. More
importantly, the Salvation Army would not have been able to raise funds to help those in
need in our community without your help. Thank you!!

Missions Update: Liberia
As many of you know, we have been supporting children at United Methodist Elementary Schools
in the West African nation of Liberia with scholarship money. The letter below is from Rev. Jacob
Nathan, principal of Zacchaeus Garjay UMS in Grand Bassa, Liberia. Belleville First has been
partnering with Rev. Nathan since 2011. This is one practical way that we show Jesus’ love to
others as His disciples. You are making a real impact in the lives of young people in Liberia!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
10am Food
Closet (N)
11am Tai-Chi
(FH)
7pm Ad Council

2
10am Food Closet (N)
10am Ladies Bible Study
(L/FH)
12:30pm Can /Bottle
6:30pm Praise Band

3
10am AA (FH)
7pm Al-Anon (FH)

4

5

6
10:30 Worship
SS Worship

7

8
10am Food
Closet (N)
11am Tai-Chi
(FH)

9
10am Food Closet (N)
10am Ladies Bible Study
(L/FH)
12:30pm Can /Bottle
6:30pm Praise Band

10
10am AA (FH)
7pm Al-Anon (FH)

11

12

13
9:00am Worship
10:30 Worship
SS Worship

14

15
10am Food
Closet (N)
11am Tai-Chi
(FH)

16
10am Food Closet (N)
10am Ladies Bible Study
(L)
12:30pm Can /Bottle
6:30pm Praise Band

17
10am AA (FH)
7pm Al-Anon (FH)

18

19

20
9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship
SS Worship
11:30 Podcast
Growth Group (L)

21

22
10am Food
7pm Garden Club Closet (N)
(FH)
11am Tai-Chi
7pm What If Jesus (FH)
was Serious (Z)
7pm Missions

23
10am Food Closet (N)
10am Ladies Bible Study
(L)
12pm The Bible Year (Z)
12:30pm Can /Bottle
6:30pm Praise Band

24
10am AA (FH)

25

26

28

Did you find the
special note?

27
9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship
SS Worship
11:30am Podcast
Growth Group (L)

7pm What If Jesus
was Serious (Z)

11:30am Lenten
Study (L)
7pm Al-Anon (FH)

