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	Resources:	
					
			“Belong – The Meaning of Baptism in the U.M.C.”		
			“Belong – Our Membership Vows in the U.M.C.”				
			“Belong – The Meaning of Holy Communion in the U.M.C.”		
			“An Exploring Membership Class” – Belleville First UMC

			(Class book authors: Brittany Sky, Justin Coleman, Heesung Hwang, Fernie 				Rivera) (Foundations (Teacher’s Guide) authors: E. Bryron Anderson, Mark 				W. Stamm)
		
			Found at: store.umcdiscipleship.org/product-category/united-methodist-				identity/or by calling Discipleship Ministries at (877) 899-2780. 
[bookmark: _Hlk218591424]			“An Exploring Membership Class” and Membership Info forms 
			are available from Pastor Greg Buchner.	

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I – Introduction – Why membership? Why vows? Why not a sacrament?
	
	While becoming a member is not a sacrament, we become members in the United 	Methodist Church as a covenant, a sacred promise, between the new member and the 	congregation. This is why there are vows to take. We promise to be a part of the church 	family, and being a member of a family means we share God’s love with one another and 	contribute to the shared responsibilities according to our abilities. 

	While becoming a member and taking membership vows is not a sacrament, the vows 	are expressed within the Service of Baptism, because God is present when we make a 	covenant with one another as we propose to live out the ministries our congregation we 	have been called to lead. 

II - 	Membership Symbols include: The Trinity (God’s Church), the Ichthys (centered on 	Jesus), and Dove and Flame (sustained by the Holy Spirit.)




III - 	What is grace and what does it have to do with Baptism and church membership?

	Prevenient – “the grace that draws us toward God and is often at work in us long before 			we’re aware of it.” (God is always working on us even before we realize.)
	Justifying – “God’s work in which we come into right relationship with God, experiencing 			the forgiveness of sins and release from guilt.” (Together, we accept our faith.)
	Sanctifying – “God work in which we are made holy; that is drawn ever more deeply into 		the love of God, neighbor, and all creation.” (Together, we try to be like Christ.)

IV – 	What Does the Bible Say About Church Membership? 
	I Corinthains 12:12-14, 21-26; Hebrews 13:17; Acts 20:28
	
V -	Traditions of Church Membership – has always been a part of the Christian practice.
	Baptism has always preceded church membership. Membership is rooted in Baptism.

VI -	Confirmation is the ritual usually done in adolescence and marks the first time baptized 	Christians publically confirm the intention to live the vow taken on their behalf at their 	baptism. At baptism, children and those unable to answer for themselves are baptized as 	Baptized members. When able to publically confirm their faith, and their pastor agrees, 	then they become Professing Members.

VII - 	The Service of Receiving a New Member after the Sacrament of Baptism has taken place.

CONFIRMATION OR REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH
12 Acts of confirmation or reaffirmation of faith are not acts of rebaptism. >Here water may be used by the candidates as the pastor says:
Remember your baptism and be thankful. Amen.
In services of the baptismal covenant, water should be used generously as a sign of the abundance of God’s grace, cleansing, life-giving and life-renewing power. Appropriate ways persons being confirmed or reaffirming their faith may use the water include the following:
a) They may touch the water and make the sign of the cross on their own foreheads.
b) They may scoop up the water and let it fall back into the font.
c) They may use it on their heads, or hands, or to refresh their faces.
As the pastor, and others if desired, place hands on the head of each person being confirmed or reaffirming faith, the pastor says to each:
Name, the Holy Spirit work within you,
that having been born through water and the Spirit,
you may live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen.
13 Acts of reaffirmation are not acts of rebaptism. When there is a congregational reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant, the congregation may be invited to use or receive the water as or after the pastor says:
Remember your baptism and be thankful. Amen.

RECEPTION INTO THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
14 If there are persons coming into baptized or professing membership in The United Methodist Church from other denominations who have not yet been presented, they may be presented at this time.
The pastor addresses all those transferring their baptized or professing membership into The United Methodist Church, together with those who, through baptism or confirmation, have just professed their own faith:
As members of Christ's universal Church,
will you be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church,
and do all in your power to strengthen its ministries?
I will.

RECEPTION INTO THE LOCAL CONGREGATION
15 If there are persons joining this congregation as baptized or professing members from other United Methodist congregations who have not yet been presented, they may be presented at this time.
The pastor addresses all those transferring baptized or professing membership into the congregation, together with those who, through baptism or confirmation, have just professed their own faith:
As members of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in its ministries, by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witness?  I will.

COMMENDATION AND WELCOME
16 The pastor addresses the congregation:
Members of the household of God, I commend these persons to your love and care.
Do all in your power to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in love.


The congregation responds:
We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and we welcome you in Christian love.

As members together with you, in the body of Christ,
and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church, 
we renew our covenant faithfully to participate, 
in the ministries of the Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, 
our service, and our witness, that in everything 
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

The pastor addresses those baptized, confirmed, or received, using an appropriate gesture of blessing:
The God of all grace,
who has called us to eternal glory in Christ,
establish you and strengthen you
that you may live in grace and peace.
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VIII – Additional Questions: 

	What Comes After Becoming a member?

	Prayers – Know the prayers of the church (Lord’s Prayer, Serenity Prayer, Silence)
			and pray to God daily for forgiveness, direction, and for the church. 
	Presence – Showing up is the best way to build community, either locally or globally.
			It also allows us to support one another as God intended. 
	Gifts – Cheerful giving with purpose helps us strive for the tithe and beyond. 
	Service – When we follow the example of Christ, we love and care for others. 
	Witness – When we witness, we know our God story, and we’re able to share our story,
			with all of those who need to hear God’s story from us. 


VIII – Prayer and Response (Dear God community, thank you for seeing that humans cannot live 	alone. Thank you for giving us one another. Sometimes, it’s hard to love the people in my 	church. And sometimes it’s hard to love me. Be we all grow more into your likeness as 	we learn how to be close to one another, as we learn how to value one another, and as 	we learn to care for one another. Thank you for my church. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
	(“The Meaning of Church Membership in the UMC,” page 27)
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