
Intentionality 

Over the last couple of weeks, a word 
keeps coming to my thoughts. What’s 
that word? Intentionality.  

Intentionality by definition is the fact of 
being deliberate or purposeful.  

How many of us can say every action we 
take is intentional? How many of us can 
say we are deliberate and purposeful in 
all that we do and say? Not me either. 
And yet, in the book of James it states in 
the paraphrase, The Message Bible by 
Eugene Peterson: 

22-24 Don’t fool yourself into thinking 
that you are a listener when you are 
anything but, letting the Word go in one 
ear and out the other. Act on what you 
hear! Those who hear and don’t act are 
like those who glance in the mirror, walk 
away, and two minutes later have no 
idea who they are, what they look like. 

25 But whoever catches a glimpse of 
the revealed counsel of God—the free 
life!—even out of the corner of his eye, 
and sticks with it, is no distracted 
scatterbrain but a man or woman of 
action. That person will find delight and 
affirmation in the action. 

 

I must admit that at times in the midst 
of the transition from being the pastor 
at Ann Arbor Calvary to becoming the 
pastor at Belleville First, while packing 
and unpacking boxes and being a wife 
and mom, I have felt like that distracted 
scatterbrain. There have been times 
when I have felt as if I am leading a 
trapped life and not a free one.  

Perhaps, that is why this word 
intentionality seems to keep coming to 
me. When I started this new 
appointment, I deliberately began my 
day with prayer and devotions and 
ended the day in the same way. I am 
utilizing the Means of Grace that John 
Wesley, our founding father of 
Methodism encouraged. Yet even with 
this intentionality in my faith life, I still 
find myself scattered. Perhaps what I 
need to add to this daily routine is 
praying constantly, letting God’s Spirit 
flow in and through all my words and 
deeds throughout my day. I have 
explored breath prayer before in my 
spiritual discipline and I think this 
repetition of the word intentionality is 
God’s way of nudging me back into this 
deep practice of being in the presence 
of God. 
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Anne Jones 6 
Angelle Whitt 9 

Sierra Clark 10 
Kathleen Caldwell 10 
Donna Gotts 12 
Justin Goike 13 
Carol Shuryan 15 
Linda Lewis 15 
Chris Whitt 16 
Vern Carlson 18 

Stephanie Smith 18 
Marilyn Wood 21 
Barb Moore 22 
Suzanne Stevens 22 
Emily Zechiel 23 
Tara Cleveland 24 
Minette Brownlee 25 
Joseph Gierak 29 
Ralph Bird 29 

Stephen & Ardelia Lee 21 
David & Jennifer Daigneau 28 

 In the Hospital 
 
 

Please remember those in  
Continuing Care Facilities 

 
Luanne Genga 

Novi Lakes Health Campus 
 

Bobbie Winters  
Superior Woods 

 
 

Stephanie Boltrick  
 Daughter of Nancy Boltrick   

 

 Christopher Stone  
Son of Mike & Dawn Stone  

  

Michael Stone  
Son of Mike & Dawn Stone  

  

Blake   
Grandson of Betty Hughey  

  

Jared Stabnau  
Grandson of Harvey & Elaine Stabnau  

  

Cody Ford-Aimone  
 Grandson of Mike & Lynda Aimone  

  

Justin Renton  
Grandson of Donna Sweeney  

  

Chad Koenne  
Grandson of Dick & Lila Timm  
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Dave Burns 21

Raymond Mitchell 21

Amy Reeves 21

Pat Taylor 21
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Kathy Perkins 23

Mark Caldwell 24

Sharon Webster 24

Ron Banks 27

Jerry Caldwell 27

Harriet Anita Dawson-Bucknor 27

Jim Wilson 27

Jennifer Steininger 28

David Damon 30
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John & Deborah Juriga 11

Russ & Carol Leake 13

Derek & Amy Reeves 19

Ed & Kim Paris 21

Mike & Julie Skelton 21

Wesley & Doris Crocker 22

Robert & Eula Nurnberger 22

Ryan & Elizabeth Payne 23

Dick & Nancy Carey 25

Mark & Jane Cook 29
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    Have you had times when you’ve felt God nudging you in a certain direction or towards  
    a new spiritual practice? Have you ignored those nudges? What happened when you  
    did? What has happened when you listened and followed God’s nudge? I’d love to hear  
    your stories and hear how God has worked and continues to work in your life. 
 
    So my goal is to pray without ceasing while speaking and acting with intentionality. This  
    may mean that I do not speak or act in certain circumstances. It also may mean that I  
    must speak or act when I otherwise would not feel comfortable. I will need to look for the 
    purposeful connections that God is bringing to the surface as God helps me to stop  
    running on the treadmill of ministry, but deliberately lifting some issues off my plate that  
    seem to bog me down and have no intentional purpose—are only task oriented. 

 
  I will  also learn to relax into God’s time and stretch out my time between tasks in order to  

    bask in the glow of God’s love for me as I linger in conversations with all the wonderful,  
    new people I am meeting, even if it is only on Zoom. 
 
    So how about you? Are you in need of “a glimpse of the revealed counsel of God?”  
    Then join me in stepping back, breathing in, and being a person of action. Intentionality  
    is the mode we all need to ease into as we exercise our faith in our loving God.  
    
    Blessed to be a blessing, 
    Pastor Mary 
 

Sabbath Day Recognition: 
Pastor Mary’s Sabbath Day is Friday, calls will be returned on Saturday unless an emergency occurs. 
 

Office Hours:  
Pastor Mary is available for office hours between 10a-1pm Monday – Thursday.  Please contact the 
church office to schedule your appointments.  
 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk: 



 

 
Church Opening Q&A  

(If you have additional questions, please reach out to Abby Fleming.) 

 

Question:  When will we be back to church for in-person services? 

Answer:  We aren’t sure yet.  We have plans in place for when it is safe to return however our 

decision to not return; to in-person services yet is based on the following facts: 

● Our first priority is the health and safety of our congregation and our community.  While 

we can’t wait to get back to church and to worship with all of you in our sanctuary, we 

don’t want to do so in such a way that puts people at risk.  The Michigan Health 

Department has indicated there have been cases of increased virus transmission related 

to church attendance in some communities and we don’t want to put people at risk. 

● The Michigan Annual Conference has asked, and our Belleville First Ad Council agrees, 

that we should be following the recommendations of public health officials as it relates to 

in-person gatherings.  At the time of the writing of this article, indoor gatherings of more 

than 10 individuals are not permitted.   

● Our church has a higher-risk congregation (as defined by the average age of attendees 

and those with underlying health issues).  Therefore, depending on the COVID-19 virus 

activity in our local communities, we may need to wait longer before we return to in-

person church.   

 

Question:  Why are other churches (either Methodist churches or within the Belleville 

community) returning to in-person worship? 

Answer:  Individual churches must make their own decisions when it comes to the timing of 

returning to in-person worship.  It could be that some churches have fewer congregations and 

have less people in attendance.  It could be that some churches have a different congregation 

demographic that makes the risk lower for that particular congregation.  While we can 

appreciate that it can be frustrating to see other churches (or organizations/activities) move 

forward with in-person worship when we are still waiting to move forward at Belleville First, 

please remember that our goal in these unprecedented times is to help protect our membership 

and find ways to continue to serve the community as best we can.  Right now, we feel like our 

best service to our congregation and our community is to refrain from in-person worship. 

 

Question: What about ________ (outdoor worship, smaller watch parties, Bible studies, 

mission projects, etc.)? 

Answer:  We are considering lots of options but we are always looking for more ideas.  If you 

have ideas as to how best to make disciples in this time, please make sure you let us know.  

The following are some examples of things we have discussed and will continue to consider: 

● Outdoor/Parking Lot church services 

● Small-group “watch parties” for the service at church 

● Virtual Bible Studies (including certain small groups that continue to meet and Pastor 

Mary’s study that correlates to her current sermon series 

● Continued Food Closet food distribution 

 



 
 

 

Question:  What will church be like when we do return to in-person worship? 

Answer:  If you have not already, we encourage you to read our reopening plan which is 

available on the church website.  When we do return to in-person worship, things will look 

different.  We will require all church attendees to wear a mask while inside the church building.  

We will have signage to help facilitate socially distanced seating within the sanctuary.  You’ll 

notice that we will not have shared items (ie. Bibles, hymnals, offering plates, etc) within the 

sanctuary/narthex.  We also will not have congregational singing and any vocal music will be 

pre-recorded.  We will be asking congregants to not gather before and after the service in the 

narthex.  We know all of this will look and feel differently than we are used to, and so we will 

work on ways to continue to help people feel connected to the church when we can’t connect in 

these ways. 

 

We also know that some individuals and families may continue to worship at home and we will 

continue to provide an online worship service for those individuals who choose to remain at 

home. 

 

Parting Thoughts: 

We are living out the Great Commandment by loving God and loving others as ourselves. When 

we look at returning to in person worship, any risk must be weighed against this command. We 

must ask, “Are we putting others and ourselves at risk in order to return to a normal that no 

longer exists?” 

 

On the other side of the coin, we also must ask, “What is the need behind my desire to return to 

in person worship?” If the desire comes from loneliness, then join a study group or start your 

own. Reach out to others, and you might be amazed at how much they needed to hear your 

voice, too.  

 

We are living in a time that is forcing us to risk, not our lives and the lives of others, but to risk 

living in true community where all are connected and share in life together even if it must remain 

a virtual one. Take the risk and make that phone call, write that text or email. You can even 

write letters to one another the old fashioned way and send them through the mail. 

 

Yes, our way of connecting has changed, but our need for connection has not. Reach out and 

make a connection today. 

 



. 

Thank you from Van Buren Public Schools 

April 5th 

2020 July-August Sermon Series Continues  

The Means of Grace: Living Our Lives for God 

Reminder:  Zoom Study, Wednesdays @ 7pm and Thursdays @ 10am. 

 

August 2, 2020 

Scripture: Philippians 2:5-11 

Sermon Title: Communion Living 

Synopsis: We celebrate The Lord’s Supper once a month in most churches, and 

yet, do we truly understand what it means live out our communion. We will 

explore how The Lord’s Supper is not a once a month action, but a daily 

renewal. 

Special Note: We will celebrate Drive –Thru communion today 10am-11am. 

August 9, 2020 

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 2:14-17 (Matthew 18: 15-20)  

Sermon Title: Community Living 

Synopsis: What does it take to truly live in community? Paul tells the believers 

at Corinth that we are to be the aroma or fragrance of Christ in the world. We 

will explore what it means to love one another even when we don’t see eye to 

eye.  

 

August 16, 2020 

Pastor Mary on vacation/Guest Speaker 

Rev. Tina Zimmerman,  Chaplain @ Chelesa Retirement Community Center 

Scripture: Genesis 32:22-31 

Sermon Title: A Life Changing Cage Match 



. 

 
 

All events 

and 

activities 

have been 

cancelled 

until further 

notice. 

Continued from Page 6 

 

August 16 & 23 

Children Message: Marlayna Keelan   

 

August 23, 2020 

Pastor Mary on vacation/ Guest Speaker 

Mark Groenweng 

 

August 30, 2020* 

Scripture:   John 10:(1-21)22-30 and Psalm 23 

Sermon Title:  Whose Voice Do You Hear?  

Synopsis:  Sometimes it is so difficult to hear God’s voice in the midst of the 

chaos and challenges of our lives. Today, we will explore how to hear even in 

the midst of the storm. 

 

September 6, 2020* 

Scripture:   Psalm 96:1-13 

Title:    How Can We Keep From Singing? 

Synopsis:   Knowing God provides, what is our response? 

 

 



Parking Lot Service  
August 30th 

More Details 
Forthcoming 

Join us & Tell a 
Someone! 

August 30th   

More details to follow 



                 Emergency Food Closet Operating During COVID-19 

Since March 17th, the Emergency Food Closet has been operating and continues to operate as a drive-
through pantry.  It is open every Tuesday and Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. to residents of Sumpter and 
VanBuren Townships and the City of Belleville.  Since that date, 55 new clients have received food.  73% have 
been age 60 and older.  Most of these are single and living on small Social Security incomes.  Members of 
our community, both individuals and businesses, have been very generous donating needed food items and 
money to keep the pantry well stocked.  This month the Meijer Simply Give program donated another 
$2,500 to our pantry.  The outgoing of support from so many has been overwhelming, heartwarming, and a 
blessing!  If anyone would like to donate food items, we are always in need of canned soup, Hunt's Spaghetti 
Sauce, spaghetti noodles, canned tuna or chicken, cereal, canned fruit, Chef Boyardee products, mac & 
cheese, peanut butter, and jelly.  Personal care products are also needed.  The pantry only supplies toilet 
paper.   Clients also need laundry soap, dish soap, Kleenex, paper towels, shampoo, conditioner, tooth paste, 
and tooth brushes.  Items may be dropped off at the church between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Food Closet Item of the Month: 
Canned Vegetables 



                 

On behalf of the Trustees, I would like to thank all those who participated in the overhauling and 
upgrading of the parsonage for the arrival of our new pastor – Mary Loring and her family.  With the 
Walker’s leaving five days earlier than originally planned, this allowed us to complete all of the work 
just in time for Pastor Mary’s move in day.   

The work included the following: 

1) A complete new roof 

2) All new gutters and leaf guards 

3) New carpeting throughout 

4) 85% of house repainted 

5) New LED lighting throughout 

6) Air conditioned maintenance 

7) Pest control application 

8) Complete final cleaning and sanitation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Food Closet Item of the Month: 
Canned Vegetables 

On behalf of the Trustees, I would like to thank all those who participated in the overhauling and 
upgrading of the parsonage for the arrival of our new pastor – Mary Loring and her family.  With the 
Walker’s leaving five days earlier than originally planned, this allowed us to complete all of the work just 
in time for Pastor Mary’s move in day.   
The work included the following: 

1) A complete new roof 

2) All new gutters and leaf guards 

3) New carpeting throughout 

4) 85% of house repainted 

5) New LED lighting throughout 

6) Air conditioned maintenance 

7) Pest control application 

8) Complete final cleaning and sanitation 

A huge “Thank-you” to the skilled and talented group of church volunteers and contractors that got the 

job done and done extremely well.  

Church Volunteers 

Paul and Norma McCrary 
Mark & Dee Groeneweg 
Ed Paris 
Dave Fleming 
Mickey Keelan 
 
Lunches 
Donna Collins 
Alice Payne 
Martha Conley 
 
Contractors 
Barnett Roofing – Westland 
Fine Tuned Flooring – Redford 
Belleville Heating & Air Conditioning – Belleville 
Honey Pest Control – Belleville 
 
 
Jack Keelan - Trustee 
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Mark your calendars! 

Virtual VBS is coming!!! 

 

 

Virtual VBS will be happening on 
Wednesday evenings from 4-5 via 

zoom. Our first session will be on 

7/22! 

If a craft kit is needed, please contact Marlayna 

Keelan @ 734-678-0734. 

Mark your calendars! 

Virtual VBS is coming!!! 

 

 

Virtual VBS will be happening on 
Wednesday evenings from 4p-5p via 
zoom. Our sessions will run 4 weeks: 

7/22, 7/29, 8/5, & 8/12  

If a craft kit is needed, please contact Marlayna 

Keelan @ 734-678-0734. 

 
 

Virtual Bible School Link: 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfq_zuYjNMn_IaYSpy
sqxIIhOWXbzkKBCegemKIX-EqvpbXOA/viewform?usp=sf_link 



A New Way To Give 
 
Hello Church Family, 
 
As you know, your generosity and financial partnership with us is how we are able to help 
expand the Kingdom. We value our church family and want to make sure everyone at 
Belleville First UMC is aware of this exciting new giving platform, which allows for simple 
giving through a variety of ways, including mobile and online. 
Set up an account, if you’d like! 
 To start, you can: 
1. Visit our website at https://www.bellevillefirstumc.org/ and select the PUSHPAY button 
to donate. 
Or 
2. Text BELLEVILLE to 77977 on your cell phone*. 
 
 These options will help us as we move closer to having in-person worship service and help 
us to be contactless for our offerings.  
If you have any questions, reply to this email or call our Treasurer, Susan Featheringill, at 
734-552-8741.  
 Thank you for prayers and continued support of Belleville First UMC.  
  
God Bless, 
 
Scott Zechiel 
Finance Committee Chair 
  
*When you send ‘BELLEVILLE’ to 77977, you will receive a one-time reply containing a link 
to give to BELLEVILLE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (1msg/request). Please be aware 
that Msg & Data rates may apply. For full Terms & Conditions please visit 
https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy please visit 
https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to cancel.  

 

 

 
 



Communication Information 
 

We want to make sure that you are receiving information about all the exciting happenings at 

Belleville First UMC. Our doors may not be held open and we aren’t worshiping in person yet 

but we still have opportunities to share our mission and vision. So check out all of our 

communication options.  

 

CCB (Church Community Builder) Online Community - Have you signed on to 

https://bellevillemethodist.ccbchurch.com lately to update your profile? Check out your account 

to verify your information. Make sure your family photo is updated. Don’t remember your sign 

on - click forgot password and follow the prompts.  Don’t have a computer or don’t want to sign 

in or just need help, contact Susan Featheringill (734-552-8741) with questions or to update 

your info so we make sure you receive a copy of the newsletter. Also by signing on to CCB you 

will be able to see pictures of fellow members and have access to a virtual photo directory. By 

having an up-to-date email address, we can email you a pdf of the church directory. 

 

Web Site - Have you visited Belleville First UMC Web site? Check out 

https://www.bellevillefirstumc.org/ for what we are currently doing at Belleville First.  

 

Facebook - Do you have a Facebook account? Have you joined our Belleville First United 

Methodist group. This is a great place to connect with members of our church who are also on 

Facebook.  

 

YouTube - Want to watch the entire service? You now can! It is posted each week on YouTube 

- https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB8rc-UUYpHeGcmHLruZ33Q. 

 

Giving Option - See website for Pushpay button to donate online - one time or set up recurring. 

You can set up recurring for you tithes and give one time for special projects. Can’t find what 

you are looking for? Contact Susan Featheringill or Micky Keelan for options. 

 

Watch for more ways to stay connected as we remember …… 

 

Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 

Our Vision: With Christ as our center, we are His extended family, compassionately 

sharing Jesus’ love with all people.  Our congregation is on a lifelong journey of 

discipleship to become more like Christ. 



Attention Families of Military Personnel: 

 

Please assist us by providing updated contact information (email and mailing address) of your loved 

ones in the service. If available, pictures are welcomed and appreciated.  Information should be 

forwarded to Barbara Moore @ 4barbieannsdogs@gmail.com. 

 

Thank-you 

Thank you! 
Jack Keelan for overseeing the Parsonage crew and contractors! 
You did a wonderful job! 
 
Thank you! 
Marlayna Keelan for overseeing the lunches and dinners for the 
Pastor Mary and the Loring family. Also thank you to the 
following cooks for preparing the meals: 
Kathy Caldwell, Susan Featheringill, Terri Morioka, Mary 
McCrory, Abby Fleming, Barb Moore, Alice Payne, Lori Summer, 
Doug & Pat Cook, and Martha Conley.  You did a wonderful job! 
 
Your SPRC Committee 



 



Enjoy your Summer!  
Every Drop!  


